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provinces, but hopes in compensation to build a new
Turkish Empire on a Turanian basis, at Russia's ex-
pense, and in a sphere -where Great Britain cannot in-
tervene. Its first objective is the Russian Caucasus;
through the Caucasus it aims at the vast Turkish-
speaking populations of Russian and Turkish Central
Asia; and its ultimate aspirations include southern
Persia, Baluchistan, and Afghanistan. Its ambitions
thus clash directly with the security of India.
The whole foreign policy of Turkey, therefore, has
changed since the close of the Balkan wars. Reconciled,
at least temporarily, to the loss of all European territory
taken from them as the result of these wars, and also to
the loss of the Arabic portion of their former Asiatic
provinces, it was determined upon to counterbalance, and
more than counterbalance, these losses by the union of
the predominantly Turkish portion of the Ottoman Em-
pire with the vast, though somewhat indefinite, Turko-
Tartar territories in Central Asia.
The idea naturally suggested itself of the formation of
a bloc of five Mohammedan States—Anatolia, Caucasus,
Persia, Turkestan and Afghanistan—contiguous in ter-
ritory and bound together in a confederation, or, at
least, by strong bonds of alliance. The successful carry-
ing out of this idea has been a strong possibility ever
since the summer of 1917. The creation and maintenance
of such a, bloc would be a constant menace to Western
civilization, and to everything for which it stands.
The weak link in the proposed chain (from the Turkish
standpoint) is Persia. The Mohammedans of Anatolia,
Caucasia, Turkestan, and most of those in Afghanistan
are Sunnites. The Tartars of the eastern Caucasus are
Shiites. The Turanian race predominates in Anatolia,
comprises almost the entire population of Turkestan,
constitutes a strong racial strain in Caucasia and
Afghanistan, and can easily work in harmony with the

